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First Nation governments across Canada are making progress in improving the quality of life for 
all our citizens by rebuilding our nations, assuming responsibility and advancing recognition of 
our inherent Aboriginal and Treaty rights.  This means working to ensure First Nation families, 
women and children are safe and secure in their communities and otherwise.   
 
Quick Facts: 
 

 There are almost 600 cases of missing and murdered Aboriginal women in Canada 
dating back to the 1960s, most of which remain unsolved.  

 The majority of unsolved cases of missing and murdered Aboriginal women are in British 
Columbia. 

 Highway 16 – the 720 kilometer stretch of highway between Prince Rupert and Prince 
George in the northern interior of B.C. – has become known as the "Highway of Tears" 
after a number of Indigenous women and girls were assaulted, disappeared or murdered 
in communities on or near the highway in the 1990s. 

 
Ending violence against Indigenous women is a key priority of the Assembly of First Nations 
(AFN).  First Nations consider the reality of missing and murdered Indigenous women in 
Canada a national tragedy that requires immediate attention by all levels of government.  First 
Nation Chiefs across Canada are working to raise awareness of this issue and have passed a 
number of resolutions supporting action to ensure the safety of Indigenous women across 
Canada and support for the families of missing and murdered Indigenous women. 
 
The AFN has consistently raised the issue of missing and murdered women with the federal 
government and provincial and territorial leaders through the Council of the Federation and the 
Parliamentary Aboriginal Affairs Working Group, achieving commitments from premiers, 
territorial leaders and provincial Ministers of Aboriginal Affairs to support a national strategy to 
prevent violence against Indigenous women.   
 
AFN National Chief Shawn A-in-chut Atleo and AFN representatives have participated in Sisters 
in Spirit Vigils on Parliament Hill and the annual women’s march in Vancouver.  AFN has 
presented to the House of Commons Standing Committee on the Status of Women and 
received standing at the BC Missing Women Commission of Inquiry. 
 
The AFN continues to advocate strongly for dedicated and urgent attention to address root 
causes and prevention and support for community-based programs and initiatives that are 
working for First Nations.  The AFN strongly supports the AFN Women’s Council and the Native 
Women’s Association of Canada in their efforts on this important matter. 


