
 
 

 
 

Ending Violence: Achieving Justice and Safety For Indigenous Women and Girls 
BACKGROUNDER – December 2012 

 
First Nations across Canada are advancing plans for change – for their peoples and communities to grow 
and thrive.  Part of this work includes ensuring First Nation families, women and children are healthy, safe 
and secure.   
 
The calls for an independent National Public Commission of Inquiry on missing and murdered Indigenous 
women have been strongly made by First Nation leadership over many years.  Such an Inquiry would 
include hearings, a review of police policies and procedures in regard to searches, investigations and 
communication between police, officials and families, and the examination of the socio-cultural and socio-
economic risk factors associated with Indigenous women and girls.   
 
More specifically, a National Public Commission of Inquiry on violence against Indigenous women and 
girls could:  

 ensure an open and transparent examination of the socio-economic, political and historical 
factors that lead to increased vulnerability; 

 examine police practices and protocols with regards to investigations in incidences where 
Indigenous women are reported missing, communications with families and among and between 
jurisdictions; 

 build on and examine the substantial – and sadly often unimplemented – recommendations made 
in previous commissions, inquiries, reports and task forces (such as the Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples, Manitoba Justice Inquiry , National Aboriginal Women’s Summits, etc.) with a 
focus on identifying critical barriers to their implementation and strategies to overcome these; 

 examine supports, experiences and strategies in urban centres; 
 provide special focus on the North and the unique perspectives and experiences of Northern First 

Nations and Inuit communities; 
 review innovative practices and community-based supports in preventing violence and achieving 

reconciliation.  
 
Quick Facts: 

 There are more than 582 cases of missing or murdered Indigenous women and girls in Canada, 
most of which remain unsolved.  

 According to the 2009-2010 Annual Report of the Canadian Human Rights Commission, young 
Indigenous women are five times more likely than other Canadian women to die as a result of 
violence.  

 In November 2010 the Government of Canada endorsed the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which states “States shall take measures in conjunction 
with Indigenous peoples to ensure that Indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection 
and guarantees against all forms of Violence and discrimination” (Article 22.2)  

 In February of 2012, the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) hosted a national justice forum that 
culminated in a national strategy to end violence against Indigenous women and girls adopted by 
Chiefs-in-Assembly July 2012.  In 2013 the AFN will convene a second National Forum on 
Justice and Community Safety with focus on murdered and missing Indigenous women and girls, 
and broader actions to end violence.   



 
 

 
 

 In May 2012, together with the Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) and other 
groups, the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) submitted a joint statement with specific 
recommendations for action at the United Nations Permanent Forum on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. 

 At the Council of the Federation in July 2012, national Indigenous leaders, Premiers and territorial 
leaders, made a public declaration to live violence free by signing their name to a banner 
pledging to live without violence.   

 On December 4, 2012, Senator Sandra Lovelace Nicholas from Tobique First Nation in New 
Brunswick proposed an inquiry in the upper chamber on the “status, impact and effectiveness of 
the government’s response to date” in regard to the issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal 
women in Canada.  While this is an important and welcomed message from the Senate, First 
Nations will continue to press for an independent National Public Commission of Inquiry that will 
address root causes of violence and vulnerability and focus on action, awareness and prevention. 

 On December 6, 2012, AFN Chiefs in Assembly acknowledged the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women (also known as White Ribbon Day) by 
advancing plans to seek justice and end violence against Indigenous women.  This work includes 
planning for a national forum and strategizing on action and advocacy efforts aimed at ending 
violence against Indigenous women, and continuing to strengthen calls for a National Public 
Commission of Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous women and girls.   

 On November 1 – 2, 2012, Manitoba convened the 3rd National Aboriginal Women’s Summit 
(NAWS III) in Winnipeg, where provinces committed to raise the matter of a national inquiry with 
their respective premiers and to revisit this at the next meeting of the Council of the Federation 
Aboriginal Affairs Working Group in April 2013.   At the same time, First Nation leadership in 
Manitoba leadership hosted a shadow event called Sounding our Voices aimed at inclusive 
engagement and action to address the issue of missing and murdered Indigenous women in 
Canada.   

 In October 2012, with help from CUPE National, AFN launched “I pledge. End violence” - a 
postcard and social media campaign encouraging Indigenous peoples and all Canadians to 
support calls for National Public Commission of Inquiry and make a personal declaration to live 
without violence.  For more information, visit http://www.afn.ca/index.php/en/policy-areas/i-
pledge.-end-violence. 

 AFN National Chief Shawn Atleo has supported regional and national calls for public inquiries and 
has called on the Government of Canada to commit to a National Public Commission of Inquiry 
on murdered and missing Indigenous women in Canada.  

 
 
 
 


